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Sonoma Water Stream Maintenance Program (SMP)  
Waste Discharge Renewal

• Utilizes a Watershed Perspective that Provides Flood Protection and Ecological Uplift 

• Data Driven Approach to Manage Resources 

• Engages an Onsite and Offsite Multi - Partner Mitigation Strategy 

• Provides Regional Benefits and Flexibility  
 for New Opportunities and Challenges 



• SMP incorporates basic ecological principles into management 
strategies 

• Including using shading, succession, and focused sediment 
collection to delay larger removals 

Watershed Perspective that Provides Flood Protection and 
Ecological Uplift 



Watershed Perspective that Provides Flood Protection and 
Ecological Uplift 

2010 - 19 Flood Work included: 
• 27 miles sediment management 
• 67 acres of riparian area restored 
• 274,000 cubic yards sediment management  
• 274 miles of vegetation management that increases riparian 

canopy and protects resources, and public safety. 



Data Driven Approach to Manage Resources
• Characterize site conditions and  

 natural resources present 

• Annual assessments to track sediment  
 accumulation and vegetation growth 

• Repeated biological surveys to document  
 changing conditions and protect wildlife 

• Utilize data and spatial database for  
 pre   -   construction notification   -   annual  
 reporting 

• Create web tool for regulator access and  
 project tracking  



Onsite and Offsite Multi-Partner Mitigation Strategy

• Tier 1 (onsite) -67 acres of riparian habitat using 46,000 native trees and 
plants 

Tier 3 Watershed Partnership Program (offsite) 

• Invested over $2 million  

• Restored 72 acres of riparian habitat regionally



Provides Regional Benefits and Flexibility for New 
Opportunities and Challenges

• Species protection and habitat development 

• Acts as vegetated buffer, sediment containment, and water 
quality filter 

• Public protection and recreation 

• Fire management 

• Urban trash management 
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